
 

Slide Fire 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Additional general information: 

For additional information and documents that are helpful for Oak Creek residents and 

businesses, visit www.coconino.az.gov/SlideFireInformation.  

What documentation is needed to get past the roadblock at Slide Rock? 

Coconino County Sheriff’s deputies are stopping residents and asking them to present ID as 

proof that they are residents and/or business owners that are allowed to assess their 

properties. Only verified residents or business owners will be allowed past the roadblock. 

Those verified to be allowed in the Canyon, will be given information on dumpster locations, 

public health and flood insurance information.  

Much of those same materials can be found at www.coconino.az.gov/SlideFireInformation.  

When will State Road 89A open to the public? 

The Coconino County Sheriff’s Office lifted its mandatory evacuation order for residents in Oak 

Creek Canyon at 1 p.m. Thursday, May 29. CCSO will maintain that roadblock on State Road 89A 

at Slide Rock State Park until 6 p.m. Friday, May 30. At that time, the roadblock will be moved 

north to the Pine Flat Campground, just below the switchbacks.  

State Road 89A is also closed at the Vista Overlook on the north end of the switchbacks.  

When will the switchbacks reopen? 

The Arizona Department of Transportation had a planned a closure to resurface the roadway 

before the fire began.  

The previously-scheduled closure of the three-mile stretch of SR 89A between the Pine Flat 

Campground and the Vista scenic overlook south of Flagstaff will remain in place for several 

weeks while crews remove loose rocks above the switchbacks, complete other safety 

improvements and resurface the highway. 

SR 89A will reopen to traffic before the Fourth of July weekend. 

While the switchbacks section along SR 89A is closed, ADOT recommends drivers use Interstate 

17 and State Route 179 to travel between Flagstaff and Sedona. 
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For detailed answers on the project, please contact the Arizona Department of Transportation 

at www.azdot.gov. 

How can I protect myself from smoke? 

Public health officials advise the public to curtail outdoor activity and to monitor smoke levels. 

Homes should be closed during high smoke events and open up when smoke levels lessen. 

Based on recent ADEQ particulate monitor reading, the Coconino County Public Health Services 

District advises residents to open up windows during evening hours and close them in early 

morning hours to lessen the smoke impact. 

Individuals with heart disease, lung disease or asthma should avoid the outdoors entirely, as 

should children and the elderly. People with pre-existing conditions should avoid exposure to 

the smoke as much as possible, and consult their physician if they have any questions. 

Typical symptoms of exposure to smoke include burning eyes, runny nose, scratchy throat, 
headaches, dizziness and nausea. Residents and businesses are advised to close windows and 
turn off evaporative coolers when smoke is present to help to reduce exposure to the smoke. 
 
When smoke levels are high, the appropriate protective measures should be followed. 

• Stay inside with windows and doors shut. 
• Use the recycle or re-circulate mode on the air conditioner in your home or car. 
• Avoid cooking and vacuuming, which can increase pollutants indoors. 
• Avoid physical exertion. 
• Place towels at windows and cracks of doors to prevent smoke from entering indoors. 

 
For additional information, contact the Coconino County Call Center at 928-679-4173 or visit 
www.coconino.az.gov/health.  For questions about the fire, call 928-774-1947.  
 
To monitor the air quality gauges from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality visit 
http://www.phoenixvis.net/PPMmain.aspx. 
 
Can I get into West Fork Canyon?  
No. The Coconino National Forest has issued an emergency closure on all National Forest 

System lands within the area of the Slide Fire on the Coconino National Forest, in Coconino and 

Yavapai Counties.  

For additional information contact the US Forest Service at 928-527-3600.  

For fire restrictions information, call 928-226-4607. 

What are current fire restrictions in the area?  

The Coconino and Kaibab National Forest begin Stage 2 fire restrictions on May 30. Coconino 

County has similar fire restrictions, which are also in effect on private property.  

Stage II fire restrictions prohibit the following:  

1. Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, charcoal, coal, or stove fire, 

including fires in developed campgrounds and improved sites. 
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2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building. 

3. Discharging a firearm, air rifle, or gas gun, except while engaged in a lawful hunt pursuant to 

state, federal, or tribal laws and regulations. 

4. Operating any internal combustion engine from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. (This does notinclude 

vehicles. This is aimed at things such as chainsaws, weed-eaters, gas-powered landscaping tools 

and the like.) 

5. Welding or operating acetylene or other torch with an open flame. 

Exemptions to the restrictions include the following: 

1. Using a device fueled solely by liquid petroleum or LPG fuels that can be turned on and off. 

Such devices can only be used in an area that is barren or cleared of all overhead and 

surrounding flammable materials within three feet of the device. 

2. Operating generators with an approved spark arresting device within an enclosed vehicle or 

building or in an area that is barren or cleared of all overhead and surrounding flammable 

materials within three feet of the generator. 

3. Operating motorized vehicles in compliance with forest Travel Management regulations. 

Utilities/Service Providers to support residents and/or businesses are allowed in at the present 

time. That includes food delivery trucks, propane, phone and APS.  

APS: 800-253-9405  

Information on businsses:  

Sedona Chamber of Commerce (800) 288-7336 


